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his followers. The only possible apology would be one in which Agamemnon 
and the Greeks should come to Achilles, confess the wrong done, and beg his 
forgiveness. This is the thing Achilles had in mind when he said: 

A 609: vvv ilw vepl yotfra-r' c/i& <rTrf<re<r0ai 'A^mois 

\urooixtvovr xP el & yty fadverai oinfr' Avckt6s' 

A public apology was the least he could accept, and it was also the most he 

demanded. 

John A. Scott 
Northwestern University 



THE SPARTAN REPARTEE IN HERODOTUS vii. 226 

Mr. Grundy in his The Great Persian War, when describing the climate 
of Thermopylae, says (p. ix) : "At Thermopylae the heat at midday was very 
great; so much so that you could not, without using a glove, handle metal which 
had been exposed to the sun." Herodotus accounts for the small number who 
were present at the battle of Thermopylae by saying (vii. 206) that it took 
place just when the Greeks were busy both with the Karneian and the Olympic 
festivals. The Olympic Festival varied a little from year to year, but regularly 
fell in the early part of August. Hence this battle was fought in just that 
season of the year in which the heat of the sun was most severe at Thermopylae. 
This gives the setting for the famous repartee of Dieneces who, when told that 
the number of the barbarians was so great that when they shot forth their 
arrows the sun would be darkened by their multitude, replied, "This is a 
piece of good news. If the Medes darken the sun, then we can fight them in 
the shade and not in the sun." 

The reply was suited to an actual and present condition. Dieneces knew 
from suffering what the heat of the sun really was and preferred to take his 
chances with the arrows of the Medes rather than to continue to endure the 
arrows of the sun. This was no joke of vague application but suited to the 
heat of the sun at Thermopylae in the early part of the month of August. 

Aristophanes Wasps 1084, uses the same idea, but it is in him a literary 
reference and has no bearing on the thing in hand. The verse in Aristophanes 
is, "Because of the arrows it was impossible to see the heaven." The fact 
that he puts "heaven" for the "sun" of the Spartan shows that he did not get 
the drift of the reply of Dieneces, but thought it was a general expression for 
fierce fighting. It may indeed have been such a general expression for fighting 
which was adapted to a local setting by the brave and witty Spartan. 

John A. Scott 
Northwestern University 



